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Being a flow of air coming from the lungs and travelling through internal cavities, the voice is a 
primary event within subjectivity. 
 
Once it reaches the mouth, the voice announces itself as a breath of life, animating and situating the 
sounding body in the realm of existence. With its sonorities, silences, rhythms and intonations, the 
voice defines individual identity, and constitutes a carrier for agency and diversity. The voice is in 
fact linked to speech and free expression and, as Fred Moten poses, it is an “irruption of phonic 
substance that cuts and augments meaning”. The voice is that which resists objectification and 
alienation, giving ground for personhood as well as the need to be listened and understood. The act 
of “giving voice” is also one of the first steps within the anthropomorphization of the non-human, 
and can be interpreted as a human effort for understanding agency and respecting what it has to say 
beyond the intelligibility of language. 
 
Considering the mouth as the voice’s physical site and sound as a type of voicing, the show explores 
corporeal societal anxieties associated with the mouth and the voice in order to expose the sense of 
oppression, impediment and inadequacy experienced by suppressed subjects within the public and 
the private realm, but also in order to argue for the urgent need to change the ways we listen 
actively. 
 
Allowing for a cacophony of foreign phonetics, synthetic voices, whispers, shouts, guttural sounds 
and complex, even overwhelming, oral gestures to coexist, will inevitably disrupt the ground 
occupied by the singular dominant voice and explore the potential of the voice to redirect the 
politics of visibility, reposition the inaudible, and leave space for alternative narratives, a multitude 
of possible framings yet to be understood. 
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